
1 
 

 

 

Mission Explorers Africa  

The Musical 

 

Songbook 
  



2 
 

FUNGA ALAFIA (Song #1) ï Directions for Singers 
 
This is a traditional African welcome song. It begins the opening scene, where the lead character, 
Hillary, first arrives in Africa and a group of local children are there to welcome her.  
 
The pronunciation is as follows: ñfoon-gah ah-lah-fyah, ah-shay ah-shay.ò Please instruct this so that 
all the children will pronounce it alike. 
 
It starts slowly. Begin with a soloist and add a voice at a time for the first two lines. After that, there is 
a 2-bar instrumental break to establish the double-time tempo. Then, all the children sing until the 
very last line, which should be sung loudly by the strongest solo voice.  
 
 

FUNGA ALAFIA ï Lyrics 
(1 voice) Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. (2 voices) Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay.  
(3 voices) Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. (4 voices) Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. 
 
(two bars of instrumental to set the faster tempo; all kids join in) 
 
(ALL children sing) Weôre here to greet you, ah-shay, ah-shay. Weôre here to greet you, ah-shay, ah-
shay. Weôre here to greet you, ah-shay, ah-shay. Weôre here to greet you, ah-shay, ah-shay. 
 
(16-bar instrumental break with heavy percussion; high-energy, joyful choreography; this is a song to 
welcome Hillary and company) 
 
(hushed, breathless staccato)  
Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay.  
Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. 
 
(suddenly loud again; full-out) 
Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay.  
Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. 
Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay.  
(2-bar percussion break) 
(strong solo voice) Funga alafia, ah-shay, ah-shay. 
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THE WATER OF LIFE (Song #2) ï Directions for Singers 
 
This is a responsive song. The soloist should be a child with a strong, clear, confident voice. The 
soloist is the leader of this song. The other children sing the responses, where it says ñall.ò  
 
 

THE WATER OF LIFE ï Lyrics  
(solo) Jesus will give you the water of life, (all) freely, freely. 
(solo) Jesus will give you the water of life, (all) youôll never be thirsty again. 
(solo) Drink from that fountain and you will live, (all) freely freely. 
(solo) Drink from that fountain and you will live, (all) sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
 
(all) Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), youôll never be thirsty again. 
Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
 
(solo) Nothing sustains like the water of life, (all) freely, freely. 
(solo) Nothing sustains like the water of life, (all) youôll never be thirsty again. 
(solo) Life-giving water for all who believe, (all) freely, freely. 
(solo) Life-giving water for all who believe, (all) sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
 
(all) Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), youôll never be thirsty again. 
Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), youôll never be thirsty again. 
Water of life (clap-clap), water of life (clap-clap), sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
Sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò Sing, ñHallelujah! Amen!ò 
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